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 ABSTRACT  

This paper addresses the influence of the notion of parasitic architecture over the postwar 
cities and its impact on the social behavior; In 1965-70’s O. M. Unger and his fellow Rem 
Koolhaus have manifested the doctrine of Grossformen as a guideline which opened up many 
possibilities in creating newer architectural disciplines in treating cities with social diversities. 
Many publications have discussed this theme yet one idea was chosen to be the main topic to 
be focused on. Biomimicry has been reviewed as an experimental design process which 
superimpose scientific researches on architectural ideations. It is only evident when symbiotic 
architecture is treated as a scientific tool in which it supply spatial qualities that are capable to 
transform freely, equally, and effectively.  

Thus, I will start the article a biography of the research references, followed by a three pages 
essay which tackle a single idea of the topic, and ends up with a short personal rhetoric 
conclusion.
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Personal illustration of 
parasitic possibilities on one 
of postwar social housing in 

Tilburg , The Netherlands. 
(2018)
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I. Schrijver, L. (2006). The Archipelago City: Piecing together Collectivities. Urban Formation and 
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•  Lara has investigated themes that are relevant to the position of collective spaces, Discussed 
deeply the Archipelago of the modern city which reared pockets which combine a traditional 
form of public space, offering cohesion and a sense of community, with the extensive desire for 
individuation that is also part of contemporary society.


II. Hättasch, M.(2016). Form after urbanism: The potential of Großformen, The Plan Journal, 0 (0), 
59-76. Retrieved from http://www.theplanjournal.com/article/form-after-urbanism-potential-
grossform


• In collaboration with Rem Koolhaus, O.M. Ungers set his manifesto of Großformen and 
characterized it to main four formal categories: “Street”, “Plateau”, “Wall”, and “Tower”. While 
the scale of form was not considered strong as much as its form has impact on the city and its 
influence on society, opening the debate of city in the city.


III. Bardzinska, T. (2017). Edited by Charytonowicz, Jerzy (Ed.) Advances in Human Factors, Sustainable 
Urban Planning and infrastructure: Parasitic Architecture Theory and practice of the Postmodern 
3-13, Wroclaw University of Science and Technology. E-Book, ISBN 978-3-319-60450-3. Retrieved 
From http://wwwspringer.com 

• In this chapter, the author discuses the influence of Großformen on major contemporary 
architectural disciplines and doctrines such as Deconstructivism in Europe, Archigram & AA in 
London, and the Japanese Metabolism. 


IV. Pit, M. Steller, K. Streng, G. Parasitic Architecture. Retrieved From https://www.scribd.com/doc/
100148621/Grossform-Architecture-Research

• The association parasitic design with its true natural symbiosis, and 
biomimic its phenomena throughout superimposing Großformen 
main notions of systems into this biological evidences, allow the 
capability of an organic system to be authorized and mutual.

V. Melis, L. Allen, J. & Parasite Foundation. (2013) Parasite 
paradise : a manifesto for temporary architecture and flexible 
urbanism / Jennifer Allen .. [et al.]. NAi Publishers, Rotterdam.


• Parasites are flexible and temporary structures, designed 
by artists or architects, that feed off of existing infrastructure. 
Many of these parasites have settled in the government-
designated "Vinex" district of Leidsche Rijn near Utrech.
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Designing for parasitic possibilities on one of 
postwar social housing in Tilburg. Studio 

Society (2018)
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 Parasitic architecture and its impact on the social behavior 
(The Alternative Architecture) 

 Introduction: 
 Parasites definition 

 Origin: 

The parasite used to be someone who eats next to someone – was a well known figure in the 
ancient Greek society. (in ancient Greece) a person who received free meals in return for 
amusing or impudent conversation, flattering remarks, etc. 
1530-40; < Latin parasītus < Greek parásītos one who eats at another's table, orig. adj.: feeding 
beside, equivalent to para- para-1+ sît(os) grain, food + -os adj. suffix (dictionary.com) 
Only later did parasites get their negative image of spongers. This negative association is still 
recognizable in the biological definition of parasitism as a symbiosis or coexistence in which the 
parasite has an advantage at the expense of its host. 

 Terminology and ideation 

Parasitic Architecture is a usually associated with the term Großformen. This terminology was 
derived from an extensive debates and publishings related to the German architect O. M. 
Ungers and his Dutch fellow Rem Koolhaus. “This manifestation was formed after the post war 
era in Europe, where many huge reconstructions needed to fill  massive housing needs in big 
cities, and it was set up to resolve a specifically urban problematic of containing diversity.

They negotiated the problem of forming a sense of community that can transcend the purely 
individual without destroying freedom for individualization.”1 

Großformen is defined more by the strength of its form & quality than by its scale; According to 
Ungers the primarily formal definition of architecture leads to function of collectiveness,  and 
architecture is not social engineering, when architecture offers strong form which offers a 
grounding for unpredictable condition of life within it.

Ungers Categorized Grossform into 4 main elements: “ Street”, “platue”, “wall”, and “Tower”

That is the existence of: an over-accentuated element, an additional binding element, a figure 
and theme, and a system or an ordering principle.2

The notion is also free from systematic thinking, and describes the idea of “city within a city” as  
a self contained and highly developed places to form complex system. Yet, the notion of 
archipelago which Ungers discuss was the idea of grid with a freedom from inside this grid 
which offers a conglomerate of islands, which opens the door to introduce architectural 
parasites which work under the framework of Grossform in order to  create spontaneous  and 
unplanned spaces which enables new sets of social possibilities. These series of 
transformations to accommodate different programs ( housing, café, art school, care centers) a 
variety of spatial and sectional configurations.

The influence of Großformen  was huge mainly on major contemporary post modern 
architectural disciplines and doctrines such as Deconstructivism in Europe, Archigram & AA in 
London, and the Japanese Metabolism. 3

Hence, Grossformen is collective coherent frame work lager than a keystone of a dynamic 
society, yet without an individual adaptation it is dead alive.


Hence, what does the term parasites represents in the architectural theory, and how this term 
has been generated in architecture and urban planning in relation to its original scientific 
approach?
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 Lesson from biological parasitism (biomimicry) & Biological Analogies 

In their article “Parasitic Architecture” the authors highlighted on the scientific background of 
parasites in order to learn a lesson from this natural phenomena in order to be associated with 
design and architecture. 

This strategy of scientific research is well used in generating design concepts. For instance, 
mimicking a biological and natural events is well used by many renowned designers like Neri 
Oxman and many other renowned designers.

Parasites in biological scientific terms are defined as a living organisms which literary live on 
the energy of its host, its is capable to analyze its hosts, it uses its host to comply with its 
needs of survival and reproduction, but also understands its host and knows how to use it to 
its full potential without killing it. They both live together, yet only the parasites benefit while the 
host is harmed. It usually devour its host from the inside. It has many variations and it often has 
ingenious solutions to benefit of its host.They live together but only the parasite benefits while 
the host is harmed.

In the Renaissance era, it was believed that parasites were the product of the body itself 1, thus 
the parasites are separate organisms and vary in their techniques and typologies, for example 
the Cordyceps parasites enter the inner part of it body and multiply itself, it literary control its 
host and makes it commit suicide through its capability of controlling and manipulation of the 
brain and the nervous system. This operation is scientifically known as SYMBIOSIS4, which 
means two organisms live closely together, Parasitism is another term of symbiosis, while 
commensalism is also another version of harmless symbiosis, where both share the same 
space but only one benefits and the other doesn’t be harmed, as same as the relation between 
the bird nest in a the tree trunk holes.4

Mutualism, is most positive form of symbiosis where both organisms benefit from their 
relation, one organism is smaller than the other, same as the relation between crocodile and the 
Egyptian Plover bird. Many forms of parasitic architecture are a form of mutualistic 
architecture, it usually deployed to meet mutual benefits.


 Association & Biomimicry, application on architecture and urbanism 

Applied to architecture, some types of natural symbiosis such as the parasitoids would lead to 
the destruction of the existing structure. Yet, the purpose is not to create a completely new 
typologies or inventing a new city, rather than creating a transformational notion in the existing 
urban systems, a correction of systems which fits the changes of society, and a sustained 
process in the dynamic European societies and cities which are facing rapid changes and 
being recently target for immigrants and fugitives.1

Nevertheless, after analyzing the biological nature of parasites and according to Unger’s 
manifesto as  described in the beginning, it is now possible to interpret and associate the 
current relation between parasites and the city.

Parasitic paradises are present in all cities. In fact, Formal architecture and unpredictable 
architecture cannot live without each other, their existence is mutual and interrelated. Yet, 
parasites literally live on the energy that was collected in these buildings over the years: “they 
have no social meaning nor they use their parasitic properties to transform urban and social 
systems.” 1 Nevertheless, parasites can vary in its scale from street furniture and buildings, they 
are capable of landing in many spaces, without actually critically approaching these 
locations.Their mobile characteristic gives them the lack of engagement.  They are capable of 
transferring energy for one system to another, or even creating new up to date systems. Hence, 
city parasites can be less superficial and more meaningful by imposing it on the social level. 
Therefore, parasitic architecture can be defined “as an adaptable, transient and exploitive form 
of architecture that forces relationships with host buildings in order to complete themselves.” 4 
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 The Host 
Architecture in Tension (systems) 

Now it is the time define the host in it’s architectural terms, in this case parasites are not 
capable of destructing the host like wise in nature, since this would also mean the end of the 
architectural parasite. 
Hence, how could we learn from the Mutualism theory of parasitic notion?,and how could notion 
of architecture evolve with respect to the rapid social development? 
The traditional role of architecture has been reassuring us that things are under control, that is, 
stable and static. The continually developing society, however, is obstructed by the inertness of 
the existing systems. 
As a result, they cannot be an up-to-date expression of the condition of society, simply because 
these systems always lag behind. The rupture between the systems that are present and the 
ones desired by society does make a fertile breeding ground for our parasite. 
The Urban Systems “The Host” includes the physical and mental system, the physical is the 
infrastructure and the built environment, etc. While the mental system is the social acceptance 
which is reflected through the Juridical regulations and policies notes are part of this, as are the 
unwritten rules of a society. These systems create a whole of different layers that make it 
possible for them to coexist, amalgamate, and interfere.  

Nevertheless, social and cultural changes are expressed in uncertain territories, many physical 
and mental boundaries and unclear conditions making it possible for temporary phenomena and 
processes to come into existence. Parasitic architecture can be employed to facilitate these 
temporary phenomena and processes within the existing urban context by making the systems 
more flexible and more porous. 
Hence, parasites could be injected temporary, it should be mobile, easy to adjust and relocate. 
It must be influential and affects systems in order to formulate the change of certain mindsets. 

 The Mediator 
Catalyst for change 

Therefore, parasitic architecture will play the role of mediator between this dynamic and rapid 
changes in the society on one hand and the urban systems on the other. Parasites can be used 
to stimulate and accommodate spontaneous processes and informal initiatives. This can be 
easily achieved because the parasite provokes, explores, and breaks open both physical and 
mental boundaries in order to offer opportunities for the elusive and new propositions. In this 
way parasitic architecture will initiate a process of changes. The parasite should function as a 
medium used by a group of people to negotiate with existing systems and to propose certain 
changes of these systems. Parasitic architecture is a political in all means. BLDGBLOG: “It’s the 
idea that a building – a work of architecture – could directly catalyze a transformation, so that 
the society that finishes building something is not the same society that set out to build it in the 
first place. The building changes them. 

Furthermore, the process of change in society and urban systems doesn’t necessary have to be 
executed. As a negotiator between various groups, parasites could be used as an experiment 
which investigate the amount support for the proposed changes, their existence is a clear sign 
of desire urban problem of a hidden possibility in society. 
On the other hand, the result of the parasitic injections in the society will awake the opposition of 
change, a spontaneous defense mechanism will appear to defend the fortress of traditions and 
social/urban contracts. In another word the immune system of the city will be aware and 
awakened. 
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 The Immune System 
Society in action 

Because parasites are always provocative against what already exists, the immune system in 
the city comes into action. The city needs people to defend it; the parasites activates the battle 
between the people who support the transformation and the people who want to maintain the 
city as it is, hence the immune system has two categories: 
1- The primitive defense system of the city against everything that is out of the ordinary, it is a 
random immune system. But in terms of parasitic architecture this mechanism is arbitrary and 
meaningless. 2- While on the other hand, the targeted immune system, its a reaction to 
provocation, its the reaction of transformation of the existing urban systems as proposed by the 
parasites, and it can vary from individual to mass reaction. 
Yet, we can learn that a camouflaged parasites would be the best to blend in with the existing 
urban systems and architecture, since it can not be recognized as new or different. It could use 
the appearance of the existing urban systems but function entirely different. 
This will somehow direct us to the physical nature of parasites. It has to be invisible for the 
masses, only explorer can recognize  the provocation. Secondly, the parasite could use the 
technique of inviolability positioning itself out of reach the immune system and escape from it, 
this will be highly frustrating, since this provocation can not be demolished are destructed, 
situated either in un reachable places or in private properties.  
Another way which parasites could defend itself from the immune system is Mutualism1, it 
would be understood more metaphorically, where the urban dictator who has the authority to 
propose changes in the urban systems and to execute those changes even if they are not 
supported by the population, preventing all natural reaction. This dictator anyways is also 
present in the bureaucratic legislation, and they are most of the rime a result from democratic 
decisions. 
Its legislation is a reversed immune system, protecting the parasites against its opponents. 
This often obtains sympathy from groups in society that collaborate against the conservatives, 
and its survival depends on the strength of it protecting group. 

 Life and Death of the Parasites 
Course of life 

If, however, the parasite does propose a widely socially supported argument, it will in fact 
change the physical systems of the city. Parasite will bring society and urban structures closer. 
And the definition of parasitic architecture expires in this case: A new structure comes into 
being. The architecture has become an expression of a social demand or subculture. A mental 
desire has been transformed into a tactile structure; the paradigmatic parasite will  act as an 
example for the city. parasite as a martyr.  
The awakening created by the parasite can be sufficient to initiate changes in the city. The 
parasite’s course of life is no indication of its success. But the change (both small-scale and 
large-scale) of the physical or mental systems it causes surely is. Without mental changes 
(read: awareness) of the urban systems or transformation of the physical urban structures the 
parasite turns out to be a misconception. 
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 Conclusion 

“Großformen im Wohnungsbau is the attempt to formulate this ‘in-betwen’ position into coherent 
manifesto for architecture’s agency in the city, yet it remains an incomplete project. 
Generation of architects has since 90’s ventured out to irrigate ‘territories with potential’ and 
explore some “unnamable hybrids” fueled by the possibilities of digital data and motivated by 
the challenges of globalization and massive migration due to weather changes.1 
Moreover, the notion serves the mutual relationship between object (architecture) and the city. 
An object which could understands it capabilities to engage in the increasing political unrest 
ness and the economic fluctuations, and once again architecture could take its neutral backdrop 
and define spacial qualities for a collective experience. 
After defining the nature parasites and associate it with architectural doctrines, through several 
dogmatic paradigms. My second proposal is to define the spacial qualities of the architectural 
parasites, and to define its design characteristics, in which how could design be part of defining 
the parasites from the cities immune system. 
The lesson from biology was always beneficial to the social architecture, and biomimicry is 
becoming one of the most advanced notions in the architectural society recently. The innovative 
smart designs are becoming a biological simulations on the human necessities, such as power 
& energy, rapid social changes accompanied  technological advancements which are affecting 
the human habits in an exponential and intense direction.  

Thank you ! 
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